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enthusiasts to network, connect and share ideas The other day I was chatting with a friend who works
in the IT department at the University of Montreal, and he was trying to explain something to me
about how software had changed over the years. The technological revolution of the early 1980s had
forced software developers to make the hard decision of whether to create a single program that
would run on every computer, or whether to create separate programs for every possible scenario, or
some hybrid of the two. Over the years, the single program and the separate programs continued to
fight it out. This was a period when communication was in its infancy, with most things being done
by sending e-mail. Communication had evolved to the point where people found the use of a single
program unnecessary, because they could continue to write their own e-mail and other programs to
run on their computer. Some early e-mail programs were created specifically to address the issue of
communicating in a different way. The next big technological leap happened in the early 1990s, with
the advent of the Web. Suddenly the question of how to communicate and share ideas became a very
interesting and challenging issue. When the Web came about, people had to create new ways of
communicating. In the 1990s, when the Web started to be widely used, people stopped writing email, and started to think about sharing information on the Web. In the early years, many people
created home pages, which meant creating and learning HTML. The next big change in technology
came in the late 1990s. This was the time when people started to use cellphones. When we began to
use cellphones, the ability to communicate became even more important. In the early years, this was
done through voice communication, which meant there was a lot of misunderstanding and lots of
missed calls and voice messages.
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